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General information that the Veterinary Service may adapt to specific situations General information that the Veterinary Service may adapt to specific situations

Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)

Disease Disease

Prevention

Awareness

Foot and Mouth Disease is a disease of
cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and other
cloven-hoofed animals (e.g. deers,
antilopes, buffalos)  which causes
blisters mainly on mouth and feet. The
infected animals are reluctant to move
and show fever, depression, lameness,
loss of appetite due to pain, and drop in
milk production. Drooling is detected
in cattle.

Death can occur in piglets, lambs and
goat kids without blisters or other signs.
Abortion can occur.

FMD is one of the most contagious
diseases. Contact between animals is
the main mode of transmission and
spread of the disease, but also feed,
bedding, equipment, vehicles and
people which have been in contact
with infected animals may transmit the
virus. Transmission with milk, meat and
other products of infected animals is
possible.

Airborne transmission can occur.

Risk behavior increases the probability
ofinfection. Most prevention measures
are common for different diseases and
are the best and cheapest way to
protect the herd.

To protect the herd when outbreaks are
suspected nearby:

Avoid:

- Contacts between animals of different
herds (e.g. on pasture, nose to nose
contact across fences);

- Visiting other animal holdings;

- Sharing animals, tools, vehicles,
personnel with other farms.
Implement:

- Separate stable to isolate and observe
for 14 days any new animal purchased;
- Disposable boot covers and bio-
suit for the visitors;

- Disinfectant footbath at the entrance
of the stable.

Vaccines against FMD are available and
must be used according to the
instructionsoftheVeterinary Services.

The disease may cause different direct
and indirect economic losses and your
flock may be at risk. It is very important
to check regularly all the animals. Any
suspicion of Foot and Mouth Disease
must be notified immediately to the
Veterinary Service. Notification is
compulsory and is essential to limit
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